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There is an increasing number of risks, concerns  
and unknowns in the European Union proper as well as in its 
geopolitical environment. However, Europe has maintained 
many of its advantages – it is necessary to make use of that 
potential in a skilful manner which would be appropriate  
to the difficult conditions. The countries of our continent will 
not be able to take advantage of the opportunity  
to ‘leap forward’ if they fail to be united in co-operation,  
both politically and economically.

The basic European contradictions – between the cli-
mate policy and competitiveness, between integration 
and anti-EU separatism, and between common security 
and national particularism – still remain unsolved.

The request for economic growth has been faced with dif-
ficult geopolitical conditions, and political changes in some 
European countries as well as sharp criticism of economic 
liberalism are fuelling investors’ concerns.

Europe – until recently an oasis of political and economic 
stability (many people still regard it as a safe haven of social 
security, and it is even locally considered an enclave of pros-
perity) – has faced questions and choices of the final sort. 
Will the EU remain a political and economic project, or will it 
be reduced to the role of a more or less coherent ‘association 
for co-operation’ of an economic and trading nature?
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The 8th European Economic Congress (EEC), which end-
ed in Katowice in May 2016, has proven once again to be 
one of the places where the directions in thinking about 
the future of the EU and the European economy are being 
set. Both the programme of the Congress and the attend-
ance of EU politicians, representatives of governments 
of  Central European countries, political decision-makers 
and people related to the economy from Asia and Africa, 

as well as numerous representatives of investors, entre-
preneurs and experts, all have determined the content-
related value of the Congress.

Geopolitics, solidarity and the future

The time in which European economies are recovering from 
the crisis has coincided with adverse political events; apart 
from that, social problems and inequalities have increased, and 
the immigration crisis hit Europe. The pace of bringing the old 
EU and the new EU together has slowed down. These issues  
– caused by internal and external factors alike – are becoming 
a source of political fuel for Eurosceptics and populists, which 
is often being used in a cynical manner.

Therefore, it has become justified in contemporary Europe 
to pose the following question: Are we still willing to act in 

Europe
requires a resit

Below you will find a set of key thoughts that determine the main, albeit 
not all, subject areas of the debates held during the Congress. This text  
is based on characteristic opinions and recommendations, and it also takes 
advantage of the formula of open questions or  interesting dilemmas.  
The debates held during the meeting in Katowice have not closed the is-
sues being raised; instead, they have introduced them into public circula-
tion, imparting importance to them, and provoking further considerations.  
This is precisely the aim of this publication.

A significant supplement to the journalistic text – which is quite general 
by its very nature – is the part containing a wide selection of representa-
tive statements by the participants in the 8th European Economic Congress, 
including politicians, entrepreneurs, and experts.
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a  communal way? The European Union develops from one 
crisis to another, and it has already experienced problems 
with its integrity in the past. However, it has managed to 
break even among the twists of history. Nevertheless, the 
fact remains that the Community is now facing such issues as 
a skilful reconciliation between European solidarity and the 
free movement of people.

of course, Brexit was not the leading topic of the debates 
held during the Congress (the British referendum took place 
after the meeting in Katowice had ended), but the concern 
about the decision to be made by the British voters and the 
consequences of the United Kingdom’s exodus, which were 
still impossible to predict at the time, appeared in the de-
bates of the Congress during official meetings and lobby 
talks. The decision taken by the UK citizens, as well as the 
degree of susceptibility of politicians and citizens in the UK 
to populist slogans in particular, surely come as a  kind of 
surprise to many leaders and societies of the EU, although 
it is not to say that a  totally unexpected scenario has just 
come true.

It is yet difficult to make final judgements as to what spe-
cific influence the fact of the United Kingdom leaving the 
Community will have on the shape of the European Union, 
as neither any ‘divorce’ specifics nor rules according to which 
the island state would form its relations with the European 
Union afterwards are known at the moment. Apart from that, 
some opinions have appeared (although they are a  small 
minority) that the fact of the EU being left by the United 
Kingdom – the country that has been eternally negotiating 
‘special conditions’ for itself – will have a positive influence 
on the internal cohesion of the Community.

European politicians are calming down the concerns: The 
EU still stands a chance of getting out of the peril strong-
er than it was before. Nevertheless, the European Union is 
at a  crossroads, the division has already been drawn quite 
clearly and the coming months will determine which Mem-
ber States will still consider the EU as an attractive political 
project.

It seems that the model of a  two-speed (or even multi-
speed) Europe, which we have been warned about in the pub-
lic debate not so long ago, has de facto entered the stage of 
its implementation. Some politicians in Brussels speak of the 
‘process of the European Union closing itself internally.’ While 
working on the new model of Europe, it is necessary to re-
member that economic co-operation between the states – at 
the current degree of links in the global and continental eco-
nomics – requires decisions to be taken at the political level.

The communal method is increasingly giving way to the 
‘intergovernmental’ method in European practice, consisting 

According to Jerzy Buzek, the erosion of European 
solidarity combined with the problems affecting 
the states of the Old Continent might eventually 

lead to an outbreak of war. ‘Let us show  
the consequences of the lack of integration  

in Europe; let us do everything we can to improve 
the condition of the economy,’ appealed Buzek.

in the activity of concluding bilateral agreements, which 
often take the form of compromises. This is a  variant that 
favours the strong and impedes the weak, thus exacerbating 
the disproportions.

For several dozen years, Europe’s geopolitical environ-
ment has remained stable and predictable. However, the old 
order is being reduced to rubble before our very eyes (the 
Middle East, Northern Africa, the war in the east, and the 
policy pursued by Russia), and no foundations of a new order 
can be seen on the horizon… To understand and describe the 
changes taking place around the old Continent, and then to 
form new geopolitical relations, is becoming the basic chal-
lenge for the European policy at the moment.

In the ‘dynamic architecture’ around Europe, it is the Cau-
casus region and the Middle East that predominate; to build 
a  new order that would be safe in political and economic 
terms requires taking firm political decisions, courage and 
consistency. Can Europe afford rebuilding its relations with 
the East and the South from scratch?

The migration crisis has become another touchstone of 
European solidarity (or of the deficit of it). There are some 
who claim it is a task that requires a common European strat-
egy with a 20 years’ horizon, and not a problem that could 
be ‘dealt with’ (with the implied meaning of getting rid of 
it for good).

The strategy mentioned above should also include answers 
to questions that directly concern the conditions for economic 
development and the development of the labour market. And 
such questions are numerous. How about some examples? 
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Is the welfare state only for the selected, ‘closed’ societies, 
thus excluding immigration? Which mechanisms will make it 
possible to incorporate immigrants into the European labour 
market, in view of the regulations concerning employee pro-
tection, which de facto block the employment process?

As it was called for from the rostrum of the Congress, 
European solidarity cannot be one-sided or partial because 
it would then become a  caricature, whereas in reality it is  
an emanation of particularism which is sometimes presented 
as ‘defence of the national interest.’ It has become too rare 
to perceive the EU as a common public good that requires 
a responsible attitude, and not as a ground for fighting for 
a narrowly understood, national interest – regardless of the 
arguments of other members of the Community.

Energy, climate and security

Responsibility for the condition of the environment, common 
security, and stability of energy supplies, as well as energy 
market prices which do not rule out the chance for produc-
tion that would be able to compete on a global scale – this is 
a complex of issues of key importance to the future of Europe 
and its economy, which has been present in the agendas and 
debates of the EEC since its very first edition.

The European Commission intends to submit soon a draft 
legislation package concerning the new architecture of the 
electricity market – works on it will be started by EU insti-
tutions, but it is probable that we will know their result no 
sooner than towards the end of 2018. It means that the most 
appropriate time for a  debate on that issue has just come 

– it is a time for developing specific stances concerning such 
issues as the rules according to which renewable energy 
sources (RES) should operate.

The concept of the Energy Union might have a significant 
influence on the regulations concerning RES and the develop-
ment of the sector. The European Commission interprets the 
concept in a comprehensive manner – they see renewable en-

ergy sources as part of it, and as a way to reduce the energy de-
pendence of the EU. Let us recall that – in accordance with EC 
guidelines – in relation to the concept of the Energy Union and 
the arrangements pertaining to the climate and energy policy 
of the EU until 2030, the Member States would create plans for 
their national energy policies for the period 2021–2030 (with 
the time horizon until 2050), which would include the concept 
of decarbonisation of the economy in the first place.

The debates held during the Congress witnessed numer-
ous opinions that the energy and climate policy should be 
reviewed. polemicists noted it  would be more effective to 
come up with a specific, different proposal (such as the for-
mulas for making it more flexible) than attempting to ques-
tion it. 

Will the European Union still remain a political 
and economic project, or will it be reduced  
to the role of an ‘association for co-operation’ 
of an economic and trading nature? 



6

M A I N  S U B J E C T  A R E A S  T H E  8 t h  E U R o p E A N  E C o N o M I C  C o N g R E S S

However, another source of concern is the way the EU en-
ergy security strategy is being implemented – and defined 
by the politicians in Brussels as an ‘ongoing process based on 
the principles of solidarity.’ Energy security is being officially 
deemed the ‘absolute priority.’ In fact, however, the events 
of recent months are a ‘trial by fire’ for the idea of Europe’s 
energy solidarity.

The Nord Stream 2 project has exposed the weakness of the 
common energy policy – in the aspect of ensuring the security 
of supplies. Central European countries were unable to make 
their arguments effectively reach beyond the clearly defined 
border (roughly) delineated by the line of the oder River.

That very same idea and interest, interpreted by the Member 
States in a different economic situation, with energy systems 
built in a different manner, and with a different political expe-
rience, is leading to disparate conclusions and decisions that 
exacerbate the internal European crack. Each European country 
has the right to determine their own energy mix, which also 
translates into their import and investment decisions. Will, 
however, the national energy security systems built by each 
country alone prove successful in a world of mounting tensions?

The EU is the largest economy in the world and it will most 
probably remain the largest energy importer. That is why the 
EU energy policy has a direct bearing on the rest of the world. 
on the other hand – the dependence on energy import makes 
the EU particularly susceptible to geopolitical tensions.

In order to diversify the energy sources, Europe is looking 
to the Middle East and Central Asia. What raises hopes is Iran’s 
comeback to the economic game. However, the amounts neces-
sary to implement infrastructure projects – given the political 
instability that drives investors away – do not augur well for the 
process of diversification of supplies and creation of European 
energy security, while utilising numerous new investments in 
the global gas transmission network.

In many countries, energy security is also the task set by 
the government for energy companies, which are increasing-
ly being forced to reconcile the interests resulting from their 

business activities with overarching aims that the policy pur-
sued by the state dictates. 

What will the national energy mixes and the European 
energy market look like about 30 years from now? The un-
certainty in this regard adversely affects the propensity to 
invest in the long term – it  is  an  issue that the managers 
of energy companies made clear. They also pointed out ‘Eu-
rope’s chronic disease,’ that is the lack of consistency across 
the legal frameworks that determine the rules of  support-
ing investments in energy generation. Another affliction are 
frequent changes in regulations, which include changes with 
regard to renewable energy sources in particular.

The market, the state and growth

The European Union definitely needs an economic success 
that would lend it widespread ‘credibility.’ This is because 

the Community used to be a winners club for years, whereas 
now its members also include countries with a strong sense 
of failure.

Strong economy – a slogan treated as a European magic 
spell – involves some strictly defined, real conditions, after 
all. That is why the request to build the economic potential 
has to be followed by answers to important detailed ques-
tions, such as: What should the economy look like? What 
foundations should it be based on? To what extent should 
it be open to competition and co-operation? In what way 
should it be supported and regulated?

A conviction that the dogmas of the economic policy have 
been questioned is beginning to be made public. Numerous 
politicians and economists prove that capital does, however, 
have a nationality, and the strongest economies take advan-
tage of their countries’ strength, despite the fact that offi-
cially they still declare their support for indefinite economic 
freedom and the freedom of trade. A  thesis has appeared 
which claims that there is an ‘invisible hand of the market, 
which functions well when being supported by the hand of 
the state as plain as day.’

In the current reality, the road that the countries of politi-
cal and economic transformation have gone through favours 
a conviction that it is worth having strong entities with a dom-
inant share of the Treasury, which act in a commercial manner, 
after all, but which, on the other hand, constitute an essential 
element in the development strategy pursued by the state.

Can state ownership be an economic asset? If so, in which 
sectors is  this true? What was pointed out most frequently 
was the energy industry, where economic freedom in the re-
ality of the European Union is regulated in a  specific way. 
State-owned companies also have more opportunities to 

C o n c l u s i o n s  f o r  E u r o p e  2 0 1 6

The lack of European solidarity is not just 
protectionism or even economic nationalism.  

It also involves tensions between the European 
and national strategies, which create  

a bad investment climate.



7shape their strategies in a way that is coherent with the long-
term economic policy. This may mean there are additional 
chances for them. In fact, it may or may not.

However, whereas the new role of the state in the econo-
my entails specific social expectations, the opinions of busi-
ness entities concerning the scale of reviewing the liberal 
doctrine seem far more strongly divided. Entrepreneurs and 
a substantial number of economists are more willing to re-
member that a modification or  revision of liberal and eco-
nomic dogmas is not far from various forms of ‘unorthodox 
economic policy,’ which mean a temptation to find solutions 
that bring a quick effect, but pose a threat of destabilisation, 
which is disastrous to business, and disappointment in the 
long run. The above also include negative repercussions for 
the economy and the state budget.

The role of the state in the economy is also changing in 
the context of the increasing global competition (politicians 
around the world view the role of the state in different ways) 
and it is possible to observe subjective modifications to the 
definition of what free market means. Countries are debating 
on removing barriers, but – as things are – in reality they are 
creating protectionist blocks to  protect their markets (this 
also includes the most developed countries).

This is the answer to crises and tensions in the world. Is 
it really an answer, or is it rather a spontaneous response? 
Sometimes, Europe is keen on perceiving itself as a strong-
hold under siege, being attacked by the expansive Asian 
economies. Therefore, it has to answer the following fun-
damental questions on its own: What global market do we 
want? What principles should it be governed by?

In the years to come, the Chinese economy (with huge re-
serves of generation capacity) will probably gain the Market 

Economy Status (MES). Thus, the tools intended for protec-
tion of the European market, which are already being ac-
cused of many things, will cease to be effective.

Is it so then that, given the above, Europe has to enclose its 
economy within a wall, thus acknowledging that free-market 
elements are only the ones that prove beneficial to us? 

What seems more rational and effective than sticking to 
the defensive and ‘fighting off the attacks’ are strategic pre-
ventive measures and a peek into the future. All that those 
prohibitive methods allow for is buying time, but they are 
not a solution to the problem.

An alternative to isolationism and autarchy, the latter 
being anachronistic in the current reality, are scenarios of 
global co-operation – utilising the possibilities offered by lo-
gistics, modern communication tools and, first and foremost, 
ensuring that European production is based on innovations, 
creativity and design, that is on the elements that sometimes 
form the largest part of the final value of a given product.

one job in modern industry equals six jobs in its co-oper-
ative environment. Indeed, it is possible to carry out physical 

The refugee crisis can and should be defused. 
However, the migrations from the global South  
to the North will determine the future of Europe 
for many years, if not decades, to come.  
We need a long-term European strategy  
that would take into account the humanitarian 
and social as well as political and economic 
aspects of the phenomenon.
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production in China, while simultaneously locating the mar-
ket, the co-operating parties and suppliers, as well as the 
research and development departments or service and con-
sultancy activities in Europe, and reaping both economic and 
pro-growth benefits from that fact.

In a  world of increasing competition and persistent de-
velopment disparities, the tensions will surely mount. It is 
politicians’ job to search for such solutions as to prevent the 
unavoidable contradictions from leading to open conflicts.

It seems Europe, with its ambitions to accelerate the 
growth, is finally abandoning the conviction that services 
can replace industry in the economy. The states that have 
well-developed industry are more resistant to crises and are 
able to handle them better. Nevertheless, the EU’s reindus-
trialisation still locates itself more in the sphere of  politi-
cal requests, rather than facts. In 2020, the EU wishes to in-
crease the share of industry in gDp to 20 per cent (compared 
to 15.1 per cent in 2013). However, this operation needs to be 
based on innovation and development of sectors that ensure 
high added value.

Central European states see their role in this process in 
a somewhat different way – they do not want to chase the 
West following in their predecessors’ footsteps. politicians 
from the countries that are still being called the ‘new Europe’ 
emphasise the need for a leap, a search and a focus on the 
industries that offer high profit margins, where knowledge 
and specialisation can find their use. 

What next? During the Congress, the EC Vice-president 
Valdis Dombrovskis presented the European point of view on 
growth or, to be more specific, the so-called Spring package 
adopted in May 2016, containing recommendations for par-
ticular countries for the next 12–18 months.

The package puts great emphasis on structural reforms, 
removal of barriers that impede growth, and stimulation of 
employment. The point is to modernise the labour market as 
well as products and services markets, and facilitate busi-
ness activities and investments through such actions as re-
forming the administration and changing the tax system to 
a ‘fairer and more effective one.’ What was strongly accentu-
ated in Katowice was common responsibility for the success 
of the policy which is to stimulate the European economy.

Innovations, digitisation and youth

‘Europe needs to convert from the user of the digital economy 
to its creator and designer,’ argued günther oettinger, Euro-
pean Commissioner for the Digital Economy and Society.

The European Union’s ambition is to become the centre of 
the digital world. European consumers have already started 
to use products, solutions or technologies of this type that 
make life easier, but until very recently they have been lim-
ited to specific industries, like telecommunications and the 
services sector. over the past five years (in particular), the 
digital world and the real world have begun to intermingle 
and connect with one another. of course, this process will 
keep accelerating.

Europe stands a chance of joining the global top league – 
provided that traditional industries will respond fast enough 
and assume an active approach to the digitisation challenge. 
The share of small and medium-sized enterprises in the digi-
tal revolution is still too small. Less than two per cent of 
SMEs in the EU make use of advanced technologies to sup-
port manufacturing processes. 

The digital transformation has already become everyday 
reality, but the pace of acquiring the changes tends to vary 
– it is not always satisfactory. The widespread occurrence of 
transformations is hampered by deficiencies in the harmo-
nisation of standards across the entire EU – the legislation 
is not fully prepared for the digital economy. There are also 
barriers on the part of education and staff – there is a short-
age of engineers or managers in Europe who would have 
their digital skills developed at a sufficient level.

Innovation – a  slogan that has been around for years, 
included in  various forms in the agendas of the Congress  
– is gaining particular importance in the EU policy of late.  
In practice, the issues related to innovations were also pre-
sent in this year’s debates in various ways.

Inventions alone are not enough to be able to speak of in-
novative changes in the economy. What counts is the market 
and sales because the true innovation is an idea that someone 
manages to commercialise. This is the point of view which is 
often missing from the EU’s support for innovations, and this 
handicap is reflected in the still low quality of co-operation 
between science and business. It is not uncommon that crea-
tivity is impeded by the inertia of administration, formalism, 
bureaucracy and the lack of risk management skills.

The process of developing innovation requires a  leader 
– a  personality that identifies himself or herself with the 

The European states are reluctant  
to contribute to the common budget; 

they are becoming more inclined 
to finance specific objectives after 
concluding arduous negotiations.
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change and not with the structure – a leader that stimulates 
the employees to continuously question what there is. Such 
leaders are descended from such circles as the environment 
of the young and innovative entrepreneurship. European 
start-ups create the new strength of the economy and in-
crease the potential by joining into clusters and co-operating 
with investors and corporations.

Start-ups were precisely what the great event accompany-
ing the EEC – the European Start-Up Days – was focused 
on. Corporations realise increasingly clearly that they should 
co-operate with start-ups because there is often too little 
pro-innovation approach in their own activities – innovation 
is not in the nature of large and strong economic organisms 
that have little flexibility and shun the risks.

There is an increasing number of start-ups being created 
in the European Union. As recently as a dozen or so years ago, 
less than one per cent of university graduates wanted to set 
up their own business… Today, such countries as poland are 
facing a true ‘start-up boom.’ 

Contemporary business, in which so many competitive ad-
vantages are rooted in faster and more creative utilisation of 
new technologies and tools, cannot develop without a fresh 
perspective, heads full of ideas, and entities operating with 
an accepted higher level of risk – who do not hesitate to take 
on new paths.

polish Deputy prime Minister and Minister of Economic 
Development Mateusz Morawiecki mentioned industrialisa-
tion among the foundations of growth, ‘understood in a spirit 
of the policy pursued by the European Commission, that is 
taking into account all elements of the digital economy.’

Europe from the global perspective  
– expansion and co-operation

Another driving force behind the European growth is to be eco-
nomic expansion and export – this is a common denominator 

for countries, including the countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe, which are too small to build their economic develop-
ment solely on the foundation of internal markets. Nay! Even 
the internal market of the EU, in spite of being huge and inte-
grated to a great extent, turns out to be simply too tight for the 
fast growing economies and dynamic enterprises.

over the next 10–15 years, about 90 per cent of the 
growth will be  attributable to states from outside the Eu-
ropean Union. Therefore, it is necessary to look for stronger 
trade links with the new economic centres worldwide. In-
ternational trade has increased its role in creating global 
economic growth and creating new jobs – and this is an in-
creasing trend.

Today, the new centres of economic growth are Latin 
America, Africa and the Far East. The role of governments is 
to create – through bilateral and multilateral agreements – 
the frameworks for building economic relations with those 
regions. European countries build their own systems of sup-
porting global economic expansion and incentives, which 
mainly focus on mitigating risks and facilitating business 
activities ‘on site’; they form alliances and construct mecha-
nisms of  removing barriers to economic co-operation and 
trade.

The directions of expansion and economic co-operation 
of strategic importance to Europe have been reflected in the 
programme of the meetings and economic forums incorpo-
rated into the Congress and attended by guests from Africa 
and Asia.

China, which has long been in the age of great transforma-
tions, constitutes a specific type of example of building eco-
nomic power. What hits our eyes is the admirable expansion 
of China, as well as the ever-accelerating transfer of knowl-
edge and technology.

It is of importance to China to create new infrastruc-
ture and economic links. Indeed, the concept of the New 
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Silk Road does serve the interests of the economic power 
of China, while simultaneously creating opportunities for 
its partners: The point is not only China’s greater access to 
Europe (and vice versa); for European countries, including 
poland, there is also an emerging possibility of facilitat-
ing contacts with other, equally interesting and promising 
Asian markets.

This is because the possibilities for European economic ex-
pansion in the Asian direction do not end in China. Middle class 
is  strengthening and developing in India and a  market with 
a huge potential is developing and economic partners are being 
shaped there as well, including the ones operating in modern 
sectors of the economy. What can contribute to the process of 
opening to the world are the facilities for the economic pres-
ence of foreign businesses there, which the Indian government 
is gradually introducing. It is worth entering that market before 
it becomes saturated. The investment needs of such sectors as 
extraction of coal, energy production, defence, the medical in-
dustry, or the agri-food industry, are huge…

For decades, Japan has been looked to as an example of 
economic development. It is a difficult market because of high 
competition, but it is also receptive at the same time. To be pre-
sent there often constitutes a  valuable recommendation and 
an actual ‘pass’ to the markets of the entire Asia for an exporter 
or investor. The Japanese guests of the EEC emphasised that 
the conviction that the market in the Country of Cherry Blos-
soms is hermetic to foreign investors as well as a considerable 
number of exporters is largely a myth, and the cost of ‘doing 
business’ there can be even as low as half the costs in Singapore 
or Shanghai. New prospects will also probably be created by the 
forthcoming signing of the Economic partnership Agreement 
(EpA) between Japan and the European Union – it is believed 
that both countries are currently approaching the end of  the 
negotiations, which should be finalised still in 2016.

Africa… The continent inhabited by over a  billion peo-
ple is able to  absorb various investments, which does not 
mean, however, that business can operate there without any 
problems and that every type of good will find its purchaser 
there either. The countries of the old Continent are devel-
oping unevenly, which is due to internal as well as interna-
tional causes, including economic, social and political ones, 
and dramas, such as terrorism or armed conflicts. The gDp 
growth rate has slowed down in many cases, but the promis-
ing search for partners there (conducted by the governments 
and enterprises alike) bodes well for the future.

Africa needs co-operation and investments, not short-
term aid. This can be the asset of European enterprises (and 
we already have polish examples in this regard as well) – 
there should be no further delay because our competitors 
(vide: China) are already establishing a strong position there. 
opportunities for new undertakings are on the horizon for 
investors from Central Europe, and from poland in particular, 

including mining, the energy industry, telecommunications, 
tourism, and business services.

Since we have already mentioned the issue of liberalisa-
tion of trade between Europe and other parts of the world, 
one could wonder why the negotiations concerning the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment partnership (TTIp) are 
still ongoing. The difficulties between the EU and the USA in 
this regard are created by such phenomena as the concerns 
on both sides (although European concerns seem stronger) 
for the adverse effect of the agreement on some sectors of 
the economy, fraught negotiations on exemptions combined 
with strong lobbies driving at maintaining their privileges, 
and various populist arguments that intensify the reticence 
of politicians and societies towards the groundbreaking pact. 

Last year’s optimist declarations that the talks were very 
likely to be concluded by the end of 2016 have lost their prob-
ability to a great extent. The decision taken by the United 
Kingdom – one of the influential advocates of the agreement 
mentioned above – to leave the EU has additionally confused 
the situation. We can only hope that agreement will be final-
ly reached, as the TTIp – solidified in the form expected by 
European business – will undoubtedly exert a considerable 
influence on getting the economy in the countries of the ‘old 
EU’ going again after being ‘lazy’ over the last few years, as 
well as on accelerating the development of its members in 
Central Europe.

In search of a bond

Can economic success turn out to be an antidote to the ‘casting 
of doubts on Europe’? probably, but with reservations concern-
ing social policy and the newly interpreted state’s responsibil-
ity for the economy – such comments could often be heard 
during the Congress.

Through the erosion of the Schengen area,  
the influx of immigrants and refugees has already 

begun to change the conditions for trading 
in Europe. The phenomenon mentioned above will 
probably force changes in the welfare state model 

and the labour law very soon. 
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‘The economy is a top priority for the polish government,’ 

argued Beata Szydło, prime Minister of the Republic of poland, 
during her visit to Katowice. ‘The programme for Responsible 
Development presents poland and its particular regions with 
opportunities for sustainable development. We must do eve-
rything we can to allow all people, not just narrow groups, to 
benefit from the fruits of development. It is an ambitious plan, 
but what is needed in business and the economy is courage, 
optimism, and responsibility. While it  is  true we do not lack 
courage and optimism, first of all we are also responsible.’

Weakening of the sense of EU community among the socie-
ties is the result of the economic crisis and the crisis of confi-
dence in EU institutions, the rising tide of criticism of Brussels’ 
bureaucracy and over-regulation on the one hand, and omis-
sions on the other, and finally the serious problems related 
to terrorism and immigration, whereas the way the European 
Union deals with them is, say, rather average. 

However, the frustration of Europe discontented with it-
self is also grist to the mill of populists, supporters of sup-
posedly salutary operations of leaving the European Union 
– in other words, of peculiar isolationism. An important and 
pressing task for the moderate, rational and pro-European 
elites is then to reduce the impact of radicals, so that their 
demagogic slogans do not fall on fertile ground.

Remedial measures in this regard include the very search 
for, and sometimes even an act of giving a new meaning to 
the integrating ideas on the European scale, which could con-
stitute an antidote to the conviction that large social groups 
are being marginalised, rejected and alienated, and that the 
European Union is in fact slowly breaking apart, which its 
citizens tend to harbour much more often today than before.

Could the transatlantic partnership – a coherent game of 
the values of the Western world – be such an idea?

‘We have to think about a common programme on a Eu-
ropean scale, about an undertaking that would bring us all 
together,’ appealed Jerzy Buzek, while simultaneously re-
calling the example of the American space programme that 
opened the door for the USA to technological, economic and, 
to a certain extent, social advantages as well.

How much of its soft power has Europe maintained in the 
contemporary world, where there are already other lead-
ers in terms of the pace of development or modernity (and, 
meanwhile, maybe our continent will wake up…)? What ac-
tual power does Europe have at its disposal when it comes 
to ‘clean’ production and responsibility in the relationship 
between the economy and the environment and the innova-
tive energy industry? It is possible that the popularisation 
of innovation may become such a grand project, as günther 
oettinger pointed out during the EEC.

There could possibly be thousands of such questions. What 
is important, however, is that the EU is capable of self-reflec-
tion. The thing is to find strategic vectors that would skilfully 
combine traditional and universal values, which have been 
promoted by the Community for years, with specific and non-
abstract trends understandable to the general public. Next, 
those vectors should be able to skilfully implant the values 
in the complex conditions of the contemporary world.

Will the explicitly cracking Europe be capable of hav-
ing a common vision, then? Let us hope that the answer to 
this question – which is  increasingly becoming somewhat 
of a Hamletian one – is something more than just morbid 

The text of this study uses statements by participants in the 8th European  
Economic Congress, which took place in Katowice on 18–20 May 2016.
The entire content was prepared by oskar Filipowicz – based on journalistic  
content prepared by the team of the ‘Nowy przemysł’ monthly, the wnp.pl portal,  
and other portals owned by the pTWp group. Co-operation: Jacek Ziarno.
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Valdis Dombrovskis
Vice-President of the European 
Commission

‘The time has come that we demanded very 

clearly a strong and coherent European 

union. The economies of the Member Sta-

tes are slowly recovering from the post-cri-

sis slowdown. We have to go further… This 

is because the economic restoration is still 

modest, inhomogeneous, and the tendencies 

to increase social inequalities or the level 

of poverty can be seen. Some social groups 

are not able to manage in the post-crisis re-

ality. Therefore, it is necessary to accelerate 

the process of convergence. After all, it was  

convergence that constituted a stimulus to 

the development of Europe in the first years 

after the enlargement of the Eu.’

Jarosław Gowin
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister  
of Science and Higher Educationt, Poland

‘We wish reindustrialisation to be associated 

in poland not only with the emergence of 

new enterprises, but first of all with an in-

crease in the level of innovation as well as 

with the quality of polish products and the 

improvements to safety and quality of work. 

By implementing these assumptions, we will 

create modern industry in poland – a major 

player in global markets. These are the ac-

tivities which are the objectives of the gov-

ernment. however, I would like to emphasise 

that nothing can replace individual initiative 

and private ownership in the economy – in 

other words, the creativity of the creator, 

who every entrepreneur is.’

Mateusz Morawiecki
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister  
of Economic Development, Poland

‘The dogmas that the Western world lived 

and breathed, and which we have taken for 

granted for good or for bad, have just been 

strongly questioned. Is the free flow of capital 

devoid of nationality always good and desir-

able? After eight years of crisis, we already 

know what can happen when the financial 

sector operates in a disorderly fashion. An-

other dogma stipulated that the state is an 

unnecessary relic… There once was a dispute 

over the meaning of that dogma between 

Thomas Jefferson and Alexander hamilton. 

The former used to say: “Let there be as little 

of the state as possible,” whereas the latter 

rejoined: “Let us make use of the power of the 

state.” Today, on the other hand, the largest 

states behave just as hamilton wanted, but 

tend to speak like Jefferson.’

Jerzy Buzek
Member of the European Parliament, 
President of the European Parliament 
in the years 2009–2012, Chairman  
of the Programme Board of the EEC

‘Will Europe survive? There was no such crisis 

a year ago… We thought the Minsk Agree-

ment would influence the situation in the 

east of Europe. Neither Brexit nor the risks it 

entails were quite as topical as they are now. 

We were yet to gain the experience we have 

now, which made us aware that not all mat-

ters have been settled with greece. There is 

no knowing how many more crises we will 

have to defuse… We pose these questions 

during the European Economic Congress 

because they are matters of the utmost im-

portance to entrepreneurs. Business expects 

stability.’

Beata Szydło
Prime Minister of the Republic  
of Poland

‘We promote reindustrialisation. however, 

we also promote capital development and 

support for enterprises. We would like to in-

vite all people who wish to invest in poland 

and build their economic potential there, 

as well as to employ poles and – I make no 

secret of that – to pay their taxes in poland 

as well. We wish to implement investments 

using the funds generated by those taxes – 

they will include projects that will have an 

influence on a faster development of Poland.

We are well aware that there is a great op-

portunity for us at the moment. In order to 

take advantage of it, poland needs to de-

velop even faster. We must do everything 

we can to allow all people, not just narrow 

groups, to benefit from the development in 

question. It is an ambitious plan, but what is 

needed in business and the economy alike is 

courage, optimism, and responsibility. While 

it is true we do not lack courage and opti-

mism, first of all we are responsible.’
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Günther Oettinger
European Commissioner  
for the Digital Economy and Society

‘The message important to us all is this: It 

would be excellent if Europe became the 

centre of the digital world. The high-tech 

industry in the Eu has already been included 

among the world leaders, but there are also 

problems we need to overcome. Less than 

two per cent of small and medium-sized 

enterprises in the Eu make use of advanced 

technologies to support manufacturing pro-

cesses. Eu legislation is also not fully pre-

pared for the advent of the digital economy. 

Apart from that, there is also a shortage of 

engineers or managers who have their digital 

skills developed at a sufficient level.’

Mikheil Saakashvili
Mayor of Odessa, President  
of Georgia in the years 2004–2007 
and 2008–2013

‘When we overcame the problems in georgia, 

when we eliminated corruption, Europe did 

not give us a helping hand, explaining that 

“we did not have institutional capacity.” We 

did not fit into the rigid Brussels model of 

economy, although we shared common val-

ues, after all.’

István Mikola
Minister of State for Security Policy 
and International Co-operation  
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
and Trade of Hungary

‘Over the next 10–15 years, about 90 per 

cent of global gDp growth will be generated 

outside the Old Continent. That is why it is 

so necessary to have strong links between 

Europe and the world. Export and foreign 

trade are the areas that economic develop-

ment depends on. That is why the Eu works 

for lowering the costs of trade and removing 

barriers.’

Maroš Šefčovič
– European Commissioner  
for the Energy Union

‘The European union is currently facing very 

significant challenges. They include the im-

migration issue and problems related to 

maintaining European solidarity and the 

free movement of people. The financial cri-

sis before, and the present migration crisis 

have both caused the Eurosceptic tendencies 

to spread. The European Commission treats 

those challenges very seriously; we believe 

we will manage to overcome them.’

Tomáš Novotný
Deputy Minister of Industry  
and Trade in the government  
of the Czech Republic

‘Due to the greek crisis and the migration 

crisis, the Czechs are sceptical about the 

European union. Nevertheless, we have re-

ceived even Eur 20 billion more through the 

Eu structural funds than we have paid our-

selves into the Eu budget during the 12 years 

that have passed since our accession to the 

Eu. This can be seen. however, it is required 

to continually explain the benefits from our 

membership in the Eu to the public.’
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Andrzej Dera 
Secretary of State at the Chancellery 
of the President of the Republic  
of Poland

‘Słupsk will never succeed against Gdańsk, 

but we need to create such conditions as to 

allow smaller cities to develop and prevent 

their depopulation because it will be a prob-

lem for the state. Local governments will not 

be able to cope with all the issues alone; they 

need support – e.g. during the construction 

of transport infrastructure, or in pursuing 

their demographic policies. They should co-

operate with one another and pursue a sus-

tainable development policy.’

Paweł Szałamacha 
Minister of Financet, Poland

‘It would be considered my success in meas-

urable categories if I managed to reduce 

the VAT gap in poland to the European av-

erage. And what is my qualitative goal? It is 

a change of the mindset of the majority of 

entrepreneurs and taxpayers so that they 

would start believing their competitive 

advantage results not from aggressive tax 

optimisation, for instance, but from manu-

facturing better goods and inventing better 

services. Let them be our allies! The state 

administration will ensure fair play rules – 

equal to everyone. Then, the conditions for 

a rational debate on the level of taxes will 

appear in poland: Are the taxes too high? Are 

they too low? Do they motivate people to en-

gage in economic activity, or do they damp 

the latter down?’

Jerzy Polaczek
Member of the Polish Parliament 
(Sejm), Deputy Chairman,  
Parliamentary Group for Polish  
Defence Industry Support

‘Terrorist acts are entities of collective imagi-

nation in the public awareness. The global 

Village – the online flow of information – 

which keeps spreading in the public space, as 

well as in the traditional media, such as tel-

evision or radio, all represent this situation. 

however, we have failed to notice any policy 

adequate to the threats in recent years. Let 

us take the issue of creating appropriate cy-

bersecurity systems as an example here. This 

is the Achilles’ heel of public administration. I 

would accentuate it as an urgent task – to be 

implemented in the nearest future.’

Ali Nur Ismail Ali
Principal Secretary, in charge of the 
State Department of Co-operatives  
at the Ministry of Industry,  
Investment and Trade, Kenya

‘The 21st century will belong to Africa. 

Such countries as Egypt, Angola, Morocco, 

ghana and Kenya record annual gDp growth 

rates ranging from five to even 10 per cent. 

We reform our administration, implement  

public investments, increase fiscal discipline, 

and create better conditions for business 

development… Africa is waiting for inves-

tors from Central Europe, and from poland 

in particular. We need investments in many 

areas, including industry, mining, the energy 

industry, telecommunications, tourism, and 

business services.’

Krzysztof Tchórzewski
Minister of Energyt, Poland

‘There is actually no such thing as the energy 

market because there is a consensus within 

the Eu to provide virtually endless support 

for renewable energy. The European union 

has spent Eur 500 billion on it to date. This 

is the result of staying ahead of the world in 

the implementation of the climate policy. 

How are we to find our proper place in this 

situation, given our economic reality? There 

can be no stable and secure energy supplies 

without the conventional energy industry. We 

can modernise it and improve emission fac-

tors, but the industry just has to exist. And it 

will always remain more expensive if the re-

newable energy industry still continues to be 

subsidised to the same extent as it has been 

to date. For how long will Europe stand it?’

Ajay Bisaria
Ambassador of the Republic  
of India to Poland

‘India is the fastest developing economy in 

the world. In the next two or three decades, 

the year-to-year value of gDp growth in India 

will often be expressed in two-digit num-

bers. We are open to polish enterprises. The 

“Make in India” programme, which was an-

nounced in September 2014, has introduced 

tools that facilitate investors’ business activ-

ity in the Indian market. Estimates show that 

the share of (industrial) production in the 

Indian gDp will increase from 15 to 25 per 

cent over the next decade, bringing with it 

such benefits as 10 million new jobs a year.’
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Maciej Witucki
Chairman of the Board,  
Work Service

‘The refugee crisis, Brexit, the unsolved 

russian-ukrainian crisis, and the still-crack-

ing banking system do not facilitate taking 

co-ordinated actions at the Eu level. We are 

dealing with each of those fires separately, 

most often at the national level. Does, then, 

the Eu as an institution stand a chance of 

making a global leap forward? No. Nev-

ertheless, I believe in “economic driving 

forces.” We have well-developed automotive, 

machine-building and defence industries. 

Europe’s important debating point is the ex-

istence of its well-educated and efficiently 

working “blue collars.” Ergo Europe – no, 

European enterprises – yes.’

Sanjay Samaddar
Chairman of the Board,  
ArcelorMittal Poland

‘Continuation of the sustainable develop-

ment policy is of absolutely key significance 

to such industries as the steel industry, for 

instance. Europe will need steel, so there is 

no reason for not producing it here. We have 

top-quality steel and we remain the global 

leader in the field of research and develop-

ment; we have also considerably reduced 

our carbon footprint. We will spend pLN 

six billion here in poland, mainly on reduc-

ing emissions. This confirms the thesis that 

traditional industries can be sustainable. 

however, it is necessary to strike the right 

balance between the needs of the industry 

and its environment.’

Don Grantham
President, Central and Eastern  
Europe, Microsoft

‘There is quite a distance as regards the issue 

of digitisation between the countries of Cen-

tral and Eastern Europe and the European 

countries that are in the lead, not to mention 

the uSA. CEE countries need time to create a 

change-oriented corporate culture. There is a 

potential for doing so. A million independent 

application developers work in the region, 

which is a relatively high number compared 

to the West.’

Tetsuro Fukunaga
Executive Director, Japan Machinery 
Center for Trade and Investment, 
Brussels Office

‘The negotiations concerning the Economic 

partnership Agreement between the Eu 

and Japan are at their final stage. However, 

this is not likely to increase the movement  

of goods. Many Japanese enterprises have al-

ready invested in Europe. Nonetheless, those 

investments may even increase. The Eu ex-

pects that the agreement will contribute to 

an increase in gDp growth in the long term 

by about 0.75 per cent.’

Tomáš Čoček
State Secretary, Ministry  
of Transport, Czech Republic

‘The challenge remains to implement infra-

structure investments faster and more ef-

ficiently. It takes 10–15 years to complete 

them on average in the Czech republic, 

counting from the moment the preparatory 

work starts until commissioning. Our priori-

ties – apart from cross-border projects – in-

clude interoperability, modern rail network 

control systems, and development of inter-

modal transport. We also wish to make use 

of the “design and construct” formula as well 

as the public-private partnership more often.’

Jerzy Kwieciński
Secretary of State at the Ministry  
of Economic Development

‘The polish economy needs new develop-

ment stimuli. Today, it is facing the middle 

income trap. So far, we have been developing 

due to the support of external capital (or by 

getting into debt) to a considerable extent. 

We have relied too much on that, at the ex-

pense of building our domestic capital. The 

state institutions are weak; we see the future 

in making them operate more efficiently, 

including through the digitisation of admin-

istration and creation of a better regulatory 

environment. We also wish to rely on rein-

dustrialisation understood as introduction of 

the “economy 4.0” – so that polish enterpris-

es would be able to build their capital and 

competitiveness on the foundations of inno-

vation. Foreign expansion is also important, 

as is sustainable social development.’
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Ivo Hlaváč
Member of the Board of Directors, 
ČEZ

‘Europe’s chronic disease is still the lack of 

coherence of the legal framework. As a rep-

resentative of the group which has been pre-

sent in many European countries, I can state 

it is really a completely different story to 

do business in poland, Bulgaria or romania 

versus in germany, whereas we should have 

the same legal bases… Frequent changes of 

regulations are another disease, particularly 

when it comes to renewable energy sources.’

Remigiusz Nowakowski
Chairman of the Board,  
Tauron Polska Energia

‘The energy industry is not a purely com-

mercial business. This is because we, as 

listed companies that operate under the 

Commercial Companies Code, choose the 

best business solutions; on the other hand, 

however, we operate within the framework 

of extremely strict regulations because the 

energy sector is one of the most regulated 

areas of the economy. If energy security is 

an element that necessarily has to be incor-

porated into the strategy pursued by energy 

companies, then a dilemma arises: how to 

reconcile the purely commercial sphere with 

a certain mission?’

Piotr Woźniak
Chairman of the Board, PGNiG

‘What has been happening in Europe since 

2009, that is since the so-called Third En-

ergy package, is a revolution: preparations 

for common rules of the game are now well-

advanced. however, there is no common 

market yet… The Energy union is currently 

undergoing a phase of a more in-depth re-

flection. What is key here is European soli-

darity – and the way in which it could be 

turned into regulations. Balancing the pro-

portions between who to charge and how so 

that all are safe is an extremely difficult task. 

After all, who is responsible for energy secu-

rity, for instance gas security, in the Eu? It is 

not the Commission, not the European union 

and not the European parliament, but each 

Member State individually – being responsi-

ble to its citizens.’

Tomasz Stępień
Chairman of the Board, Gaz-System

‘Our objectives are focused not only on en-

suring energy security and coping with crisis 

situations. We design new technical trans-

mission capacity of the system and create 

such a gas market in which it would be pos-

sible to have a full alternative in selecting 

gas suppliers for poland, and to be fully in-

dependent from supplies from any direction. 

It is the ambition of gaz-System to become 

a strong and competitive transmission com-

pany in Central and Eastern Europe – having 

connections between various sources of gas 

production and the neighbouring systems, 

where potential recipients of this raw mate-

rial conduct their business activities.’

Maciej Bando
Chairman, Energy Regulatory Office, 
(URE), Poland

‘how much of the market should there be in 

the energy industry, and how much control 

through support systems and the policy pur-

sued by the state should be involved there? 

has the model of a full liberalisation of the 

market – and of the energy sector in gen-

eral – proven successful? Introduction of the 

power market is a difficult decision to take 

in political terms, as its horizon goes way 

beyond one parliamentary term. It will also 

result in an increase in energy prices for end 

users.’

Piotr Chełmiński
Member of the Management Board, 
Business Development / Power  
and Heat Generation Officer,  
PKN Orlen

‘As far as a reduction in greenhouse gas emis-

sions is concerned, with particular emphasis 

on CO2, the European union remains the 

global leader in this regard. however, the Eu-

ropean Community is not an island isolated 

from the rest of the world. It is responsible 

for 30 per cent of the world’s gDp and 15 

per cent of emissions. We need to maintain 

a healthy balance here… We should take a 

closer look at the implementation of the 

paris Agreement in particular countries, in-

cluding the united States and China.’
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Zbigniew Jagiełło
Chairman of the Board, PKO BP

‘At the beginning of the transformation, we 

had a large state sector which we then grad-

ually privatised. There was no polish capital 

at the time, so that stage was necessary.  

After all these years, however, we still do not 

have private capital… Therefore, we must 

accept what there is and manage it wisely. 

What is the best model of state? It is when 

the state is both a protector of its own capi-

tal and a regulator that ensures the capital in 

question works for the society in a rational 

and fair manner.’

Mariusz Machajewski
Deputy Chairman of the Board, 
Director for Economics and Financial 
Affairs, Grupa Lotos

‘If we speak of financing investments in in-

frastructure and the energy industry, it will 

always be a mix of two sources: the state 

budget and private capital. private money 

will follow public money because it is then 

easier to convince the European Bank for 

reconstruction and Development or the 

European Investment Bank to participate in 

a given undertaking. The polish Develop-

ment Fund will have appropriate capital at 

its disposal in order to support large-scale 

investments.’

Gérard Bourland
General Director of Veolia Group  
in Poland

‘We have to think globally and produce lo-

cally… We imagine that innovation happens 

only in the cloud, in the IT sector. That is not 

true. Industry can also be innovative. For 

instance, when designing a water distribu-

tion network, we take advantage of many 

innovative solutions, whereas a completely 

different technology was in use in this regard  

25 years ago. The pipelines we install today 

do not have much in common with the ones 

that were laid at the beginning of 1990s. 

What is significant here is that they are pro-

duced locally. Apart from that, it is also im-

portant to build a professional competence 

base, so that there will be no difficulties with 

finding qualified workers to service the pipe-

lines in 10 to 20 years from now.’

George Zhang
Director of Public Affairs,  
Huawei CEE & Nordic Region

‘The development of telecommunications 

enriches our lives and brings people closer 

together. Let us remind ourselves what the 

situation looked like as recently as 12 years 

ago and how much we had to pay for a mo-

bile phone and Internet connection… Our 

vision is development of new Internet or tel-

ecommunications technologies and making 

an entire range of them available to our cli-

ents. We put particular emphasis on the “on 

demand” technologies and social networks 

– this is because we perceive them as future-

proof solutions.’

Marek Cywiński
Managing Director,  
Kapsch Telematic Services

‘The interoperability of roads in the Eu as re-

gards the common toll collection system is  

a rather utopian objective. The obstacle here 

is the dissimilarity between the systems  

in operation in particular Eu states, as well as 

the large number of private concessionaires. 

however, the use of road infrastructure may 

become increasingly user-friendly – under 

the influence of the increasingly widespread 

application of smart transport systems.  

I hope that poland will become the Euro-

pean overachiever in the field of integration 

and interoperability of transport systems as  

a result of the investment programmes being 

currently implemented.’
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Brunon Bartkiewicz
Chairman of the Board,  
ING Bank Śląski

‘What about the banking sector in poland? 

We are an oasis of tranquillity. No big trans-

formations are necessary. polish banks are 

healthy and operate properly compared to 

other markets. We are also marked by high 

level of digitisation of relations with our cli-

ents compared to the rest of Europe. We do 

not have to catch up with the European av-

erage. It is actually exactly the opposite – it 

is the European banks that can follow in our 

footsteps.’

João Brás Jorge
President and CEO of Bank  
Millennium

‘Banks have been around for a very long 

time. That is why I believe they will survive 

as such, even if they will not be the same in 

the future as they are today. It may not be 

observable in a five years’ time, but the bank-

ing system will be completely different a few 

decades from now. Innovation has always 

been a distinctive feature of banking…’

Dariusz Żuk
Chairman, Business Link Poland

‘There is an increasing number of start-ups. 

Corporations feel that they should co-oper-

ate with them because they are not innova-

tive enough themselves. research conduct-

ed at the harvard university has shown that 

the most advanced ideas are born today not 

at the research and development centres, but 

at those very start-up enterprises.’

Artur Kupczunas
Deputy Chairman of the Board,  
Saule Technologies, Chairman  
of the Board, Bridge One

‘Co-operation between science and business 

makes it possible to operate efficiently and 

implement scientific and business objec-

tives. Incorporation of big players into the 

ecosystem is also important, for the thing is 

to test out application possibilities of a given 

new technology for industrial applications at 

the very early stage, when the technology is 

not yet fully developed. We do not sit closed 

within the four walls of our laboratory.’

Dominika Bettman
CFO, Siemens

‘An innovative company has to know how to 

acquire and retain valuable employees. To-

day, it is required to talk to second-year and 

third-year students because in the fifth year 

of their studies it is usually too late.’

Tomasz Czechowicz
Chairman of the Board, MCI Capital

‘Innovations are increasingly less being cre-

ated as a result of the activities undertaken 

by corporate r&D departments. We are facing 

innovation outsourcing which takes advan-

tage of CVC enterprises. They are ultimately 

being acquired by their strategic partners or 

they are taking their place themselves.’

Grzegorz Błażewicz
– Founder, Chairman of the Board, 
SALESmanago Marketing Automation

‘Officials tend to be “detached from reality,” 

they have no understanding of business, and 

the structures that offer financial support 

do not accept constant changes of decisions 

which are so typical of start-ups.’
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This year, it happened for the first time that the European Eco-
nomic Congress was held at the famous ‘Spodek’ Sport and En-
tertainment Arena in Katowice – the architectural polish leg-
end of the 1970s, the bold concept of which strikes visitors to 
this day. The essential part of the debates, on the other hand, 
was held at the International Conference Centre – an award-
winning building constructed over four decades later, which 
is the largest and most modern facility of this type in poland. 
however, the comfort and functionality of interiors become 
important only when they are full of people… 
The 8th European Economic Congress attracted a record-
breaking number of over eight thousand guests. And this is 
not the end: More than two thousand people attended the 
European Start-up Days – a meeting for young entrepreneurs 
who have ideas and for experienced businessmen from large 

companies, which was organised according to an innovative 
formula; apart from that, two thousand students were inter-
ested in the project styled ‘EEC – Leaders of Tomorrow.’
After all, the Congress is much more than just the official debates. 
It also involves accidental and non-accidental dialogues over a cup 
of coffee, as well as business meetings which can bear fruit in the 
form of joint ventures. There are friendships being renewed and 
new, networking contacts being established. There are also talks 
with one of over 550 journalists accredited to the EEC. There are 
concerts. There is concentration and relax. And a part of Silesia 
around as well – the region which is rapidly changing its stereo-
typical image that has taken root once.
And it is that very unique atmosphere of the largest economic 
conference in Central Europe that we would like to recall in our 
photo coverage, if only in the form of a few snapshots.  (Z)

The forum of conversations
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www.eecpoland.eu

we look forward to meeting you again 
at the 9th european economic congress 

in Katowice on 10–12 May 2017.


