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Dear Ladies  
and Gentlemen,

For the past ten years we have been meeting in Katowice 
in Silesia to discuss the most relevant issues concerning the 
Polish and European economies. Today, it is a completely dif-
ferent place – the centre of a new metropolis.

Debates during the 1st Congress took place in ten diffe-
rent locations and were attended by three thousand visitors.  
In the beginning, the Congress was primarily aimed at entre-
preneurs – if it had not been for them, organising subsequent 
editions would not have made much sense.

The 10th edition was attended by some 11,500 partici-
pants, while the event devoted to start-ups welcomed 2,500 
visitors. As can be seen, we still want and can have discus-
sions. We discussed issues that impact on our future: digital 
transformation affecting the economy and other areas of life; 
the future of the European Union; political and economic 
relations between Europe and the world.

We talked about what transforms our cities and metro-
polises in the spirit of modernity, making them better places 
to live.

In December, we are going to discuss how to take care 
of the environment and climate in Katowice as part of COP 
24. Within our Congress we have shown which technologies 
may be used to stop climate changes, in what way they may 
support us in responsible resource and power management.

Since its 1st edition, the Congress has been an open 
debate between the worlds of business and economics and 
the environment of politicians and administration. For the 
last few years, it has been stimulating young and innovative 
entrepreneurship. This year the start-up event accompa-
nying the event was even more closely integrated with the 
Congress.

Wojciech Kuśpik, 
Organiser of the European Economic Congress



Kazimierz Karolczak, 
Deputy Chairman of 
the Upper Silesia-
Zagłębie Metropolis

 – We have to 
have dreams to do 
something special.
41 communes have 
been transformed 
into a metropolis of 
possibilities.
This is a great place for 
holding such unusual 
events as the European 
Economic Congress. 
And we have more 
dreams...

Jarosław Wieczorek,
Silesian Voivode

 – We managed to 
prepare developmental 
models for the 
economy
here in the voivodeship 
and the city; 
among others, the 
investment programme 
for Silesia. We need 
entrepreneurial 
activity and human 
resources to 
implement the models
in a responsible way.

Marcin Krupa,
Mayor of Katowice

 – This year, I had the 
pleasure of greeting 
Congress participants 
in the heart of the 
metropolis. Katowice 
is a strong brand 
consisting of several 
important factors 
including: access to 
qualified employees, 
location and a well-
developed support 
system. Today, we 
should also mention 
the scientific, economic 
and infrastructural 
potential of the entire 
metropolis.

Wojciech Saługa,
Marshal of Silesian 
Voivodeship

 – The Congress is held 
in a modern, proud and 
ambitious region. Like 
every year, we listen to
the voice of the 
Congress to use the 
knowledge it brings, 
making our region  
a better place to live.



Welcome
to the Metropolis
The Congress was held in a region that year by year has shown  
a new face – its economy changes, its cities change,
there are more and more development opportunities. The first Polish 
Metropolis was established here according to the applicable laws



Innovations
and cooperation



Mateusz Morawiecki, Prime Minister:

 – I want to support Polish ownership and Polish  
capital; allowing small businesses to grow and  
excel at innovations.

Mateusz Morawiecki,  
Prime Minister,
was a guest of the 3rd edition 
of the European Start-up 
Days, the biggest meeting 
of young and innovative 
entrepreneurship,
and seasoned businessmen  
and investors.



Across all main subjects during the 10th EEC, 
the issue of new technologies and their impact 
on the economy and social life kept recurring. 
The challenges of digitisation and the new 
industrial revolution will be addressed by 
educated people, open to change and creative.

Technologies, 
power, knowledge



Jarosław Gowin,
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Science and Higher Education

– As far as education is concerned, we have started to focus on quality instead 
of quantity. It is the proportion between the number of students and university 
teachers that counts. One university teacher should be taking care of no more 
than 13 students. Universities that provide such conditions are awarded with 
more money.. Doctoral students are no longer occupied with theory assignments 
– they work on specific business-related implementations. The project has caught 
attention of large state-owned enterprises, as well as private entrepreneurs.
This is the best test.



10 years of the Congress

1st Congress: 
– 30 sessions
– 300 speakers
– 3,000 participants

The Congress has 
discussions in 10 
locations

2009 2011



For the very first time the 
Congress was held in the 
International Congress 
Centre
– 35,000 sq.m. of space
– 9,000 seats
in the largest hall
– 18 conference rooms

10th Congress – more 
than 11,500 participants

Katowice under 
reconstruction
– The Culture Zone is 
built for PLN 1.2 billion, 
and includes a new 
congress centre.

2014 2015 2018



900 
speakers

700 
journalists

11 500 
participants

Over 150 
sessions

3 days

88 percent of the 
participants declare their 
will to attend
the Congress in 2019

83 percent of the 
participants*

88 percent of the 
panellists*

90 percent of the 
partners*

Satisfaction from 
participation

in EEC 2018

* were satis�ed with their participation in this 
   year’s European Economic Congress

Surveys among the participants of the European Economic Congress 2018 
held on representative samples were carried out by research institute BCMM.



13,535 sq.m.
of space in the ICC

and the Spodek Arena

2 centres
ICC and the 

Spodek Arena

100,000 
meetings

Over 200 
partners

Over 100
exhibition stands

Assessment scale in range:
1 – no satisfaction, 10 – full satisfaction

Advantages of 
EEC 2018

8.5  on-line system of the Congress – registration 
for the Congress, selection of panels

8.4  information provided by the organiser before 
the Congress

8.3  information provided by the organiser during 
the Congress

9.5  location of the Congress

8.7  conference rooms

Surveys among the participants of the European Economic Congress 2018 
held on representative samples were carried out by research institute BCMM.



AROUND THE CONGRESS



AT THE 11TH EUROPEAN  
ECONOMIC CONGRESS 2019

Come and visit us


